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St. James School moves forward during pandemic

LORENA ROJAS
SAN FRANCISCO CATOLICO

Marco Romero and Marlene Cruz have
their 6-year-old son Ethan Romero at St.
James School in San Francisco in the
first grade. They decided to enroll him in
a Catholic school because they found in
it, in addition to academic excellence, a
comprehensive education that reinforces
the values that they teach him at home.

The day they went to the open house,
in 2019 when Ethan was of age to enter
kindergarten, the Romero-Cruz par-
ents said, “This is going to be our son’s
school.”

For these parents, dad being from
Mexico and mom from El Salvador, it is
very important that their son be educat-
ed in an environment where he is also
taught to say hello, say goodbye, treat
fellow students and other people with
respect and receive religious education.

“The first day we went to school,
we saw how the students in the upper
grades relate to the little ones and saw
the respect with which they approached
visitors,” Romero said.

He added that “before the pandemic
the school took the students to Mass
once a week. Now that they are learning
from home. One of the first things they
do every morning is pray. At home we
also pray as a family every night.

“The educational level is also very
important to us,” he added. “We liked
the teaching plan that the school offered
us. We made the best decision enrolling
our child at St. James.”

Romero describes the blended learning
method of teach-learn that St. James uses
as a model that helps students to reinforce

the areas they need most, but at the same
time teaches them to work in groups.

“They bring the students together in
small groups, each group studies a dif-
ferent subject, and they rotate in other
groups,” he said.

Ethan started kindergarten before the
pandemic and continued the first grade
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Marco Romero and his wife Marlene Cruz enrolled their son Ethan in San Francisco’s 5t. James
School, impressed with the school’s approach to academics and the values the family shares at home.

with changes that the school has made
due to COVID-19, so the spouses Romero-
Cruz value the teaching at St. James for
both the classroom and distance classes.
“When the pandemic arrived and the
order of shelter-in-place was implement-
ed, the school quickly adapted to give
to the students distance classes, they

deliver packages of printed material and
supply tablets to students who did not
have one,” Romero said.

“Children haven’t stopped learning
(during the pandemic), the school offers
extra programs for students to go as far
as they want, and teachers are available
to help after school,” he said.

Romero lost his job before the pan-
demic. His business in the Oakland Flea
Market was not good, so he decided to
leave it and spend more time with his
son while his wife works.

Now, with the distance learning pro-
gram, Ethan takes classes by watching
a tablet screen at home. Meanwhile, his
dad listens to the teachers teaching the
classes and that makes it easier for him
to help his son with homework.

“In our case, he and I do extra work
every day, sometimes math, other days
reading or other subjects,” he said. “He
has a daily routine that includes class
time, breaks, mealtimes, homework, and
extra courses. As a father, what counts
is being with the son and helping him
and that makes a difference.”

Due to Romero not having a job, pay-
ing the tuition has been a challenge for
the family, so they applied for financial
aid at school. The Romero-Cruz family
receives a scholarship to pay a portion
of their son’s tuition. His son is also one
of the two students who won a second
scholarship offered by the school.

“We have to find a way to educate our
children because they are the future of
this country,” Romero said.

St. James School teaches its students
with the philosophy of the Dominican
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Sisters of Mission San Jose. Although the nuns are
no longer directly running the school, they continue
supporting it with programs such as Vision of Hope,
a foundation that provides financial aid to families
who want to educate their children in this Catholic
school but do not have enough financial resources,
as is the case of the Romero-Cruz family.

With the resources of Vision of Hope, the school
helps many families to pay the tuition, but they need
more donors to be able to offer scholarships to other
families and enroll more students, said the current
and first lay director of St. James, Alex Endo.

Endo added that the school has passed this time of
the pandemic with great fortitude, without leaving the
students even a day of school time without classes.

He highlights the extra work that teachers have done
preparing a distance program. They did not imagine
they would have to do something like that.

The principal at St. James recognizes the ex-
traordinary work of the teachers with the families.
“They contact parents to help them with the remote
program when they have questions,” he said, adding
that once a month parents collect a packet of mate-
rials for science, math or other subjects.

St. James is working hard during the pandemic to
accommodate payments to those families struggling
financially due to the loss of their jobs.

“Our goal is the education of our children,” the
principal said.

Even the cooking class has begun again since
September.

All families received a bag with cantaloupes,
granola and other ingredients to prepare a healthy
fruit salad at home. The chef gave them a video he
recorded with the preparation of the recipe step by
step. This and other co-curriculum courses like art,
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Ethan Romero, 6, is seen working on a Thanksgiving project

in his remote class. His parents enrolled him in 5t. James
School in San Francisco in 2019. They were impressed with the
school’s academic excellence and comprehensive education
that reinforces the values that they teach Ethan at home.

Spanish and technology help the families add more
happiness to their lives in difficult times.

“The pandemic has been a challenge, but I am
very proud of the teachers who have worked so hard
and helped each other adapt to teach in this new
reality, so the education of the 145 students at St.
James is not affected by this situation,” Endo said.

He announced the possibility of returning to the
classroom soon with new guidance and in accor-
dance with San Francisco Department of Public
Health recommendations.
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La escuela St. James avanza fuerte sobre la pandemia

LORENA ROJAS
SAN FRANISO0 CATOLICD

Marco Romero y Marlene Cruz
tienen a su hijo Ethan Romero de 6
afios en la escuela St. James en San
Francisco cursando el primer grado,
decidieron inscribirlo en una escuela
catolica porque encontraron en ella,
ademas de la excelencia académica,
una educacidn integral que refuerza
los valores que le ensenan en la casa.

El dia que fueron al evento de
puertas abiertas, en el 2019 cuando
Ethan tenia la edad para ingresar al
kinder, los Romero dijeron “esta va a
ser la escuela de nuestro hijo™.

Para estos papas originarios, el de
Meéxico y ella de El Salvador, cuenta
mucho que su hijo sea educado
en un ambiente donde también le
ensenen a saludar, despedirse, a
tratar con respeto a los comparieros
v otras personas y recibir educacion
religiosa.

“El primer dia gue fuimos a la
escuela vimos como los estudiantes
de los grados superiores se
relacionan con los mas pequefios v el
respeto para con los visitantes”, dijo
Romero.

Agregd que “antes de la
pandemia en la escuela llevaban
alos estudiantes a misa una vez
por semana y ahora que estan
aprendiendo desde las casas, una de
las primeras cosas que hacen cada
marnana es rezar. Igual, en la casa
también rezamos en familia todas las
noches”, compartio Romero.

“Para nosotros también es muy
importantes el nivel educativo, nos
gustd el plan de ensenanza que nos
ofrecié la escuela. En nuestro caso
fue la mejor decisién mandar al nifio
a St. James”, dijo.

Romero describe el método Blended
Learning de ensefianza-aprendizaje
que usa St. James como un modelo
que ayuda a los estudiantes a
reforzar las areas que mas necesitan,
pero a la vez los ensefia a trabajar en
grupo.

“Retinen a los estudiantes en
grupos pequenos, cada grupo estudia
una materia diferente ¥ van rotando
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St. James School Esta Aceptando Aplicaciones
Para el Aho Escolar 2021-2022
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321 Fair Oaks Street
San Francisco, CA 94110
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Arriba, a Marco Romero y su esposa Marlene
Cruz les interesa mucho la calidad de la
educacion académica que le ensefian en
St. James a su hijo Ethan, pero también la
ensefianza de buenos valores.

Abajo, los estudiantes de 5t. James no han
perdido ni un dia lectivo durante la pandemia,
gracias a gue los maestros comenzaron rapido
un programa de educacion a distancia.

en los grupos, asi cada nino avanza
de acuerdo a su posibilidad de
aprendizaje”, explica este papa.

Ethan ingreso al kinder antes de la
pandemia y continud el primer grado
con las adecuaciones que ha hecho la
escuela debido al COVID-19, asi que
los Romero valoran la ensefianza en
St. James tanto por las clases en el
salon como las clases a distancia.

“Cuando llegd la pandemia v se
dio la orden de quedarse en casa, la
escuela se adapto rapido para darlea
los estudiantes las clases a distancia,
entregarles pagquetes de material
impreso ¥ suplir con tabletas a los
estudiantes que no tenian una®,
explicd Romero.

“Los nifios no han parado de
aprender (durante la pandemia), la
escuela ofrece programas exiras para
que los estudiantes vayan tan lejos
como deseen v los maestros estan
disponibles para ayudar después de
clases. Yo siempre lo motivo para que
haga actividades extras”, dijo.

Romero esta desempleado, desde
antes de la pandemia su negocio en el
Mercado de las Pulgas de Oakland no
estaba muy bueno, por lo que decidio
dejarlo para dedicarle mas tiempo a
s1 hijo mientras su esposa trabaja.

Ahora con el programa de
ensefianza a distancia, Ethan recibe
las clases viendo la pantalla de una

tableta en su casa. Mientras tanto
su papa escucha a los maestros
ensefiando las clases y eso le facilita
para ayudarle al nifio con las tareas.

“En nuestro caso, él v yo todos los
dias hacemos trabajo extra va sea de
matematicas, lectura u otros temas.
El tiene una rutina diaria que incluye
el tiempo de las clases, los descansos,
las horas para comer, las tareas y
el trabajo extra. Como padre lo que
cuenta es estar con el hijo y ayudarle
v eso hace la diferencia”, comparte
este papa.

La familia Romero Cruz recibe
una beca para el pago de una parte
de la colegiatura de su hijo, quien
ademas es uno de los dos estudiantes
ganadores de una segunda beca que
ofrece la escuela.

“Tenemos gque buscar la forma de
educar a los hijos porque ellos son el
futuro de este pais” asegurd Romero.

Educacion con filosofia
Dominica de Mision San José

La escuela St. James ensefia a sus
estudiantes con la filosofia de la las
hermanas Dominicas de Mision San
José, Aunque las monjas yva no estan
directamente dirigiendo la escuela,
contindan apoyvandola con programas
como Vision of Hope, una fundacion
que provee ayuda financiera a las
familias que quieren educar a sus hijos
en esta escuela catélica pero no tiene
Tecursos econdomicos suficientes, como
es el caso de la familia Romero Cruz.

Con los recursos de Vision Hope la
escuela ayuda a muchas familias con el
pago de la colegiatura, pero requieren
de mas donantes para ofrecer becas a
otras familias v poder inscribir a mas
estudiantes, dijo Alex Endo, actual y
primer director laico de $t. James.

Endo agrego que la escuela ha
pasado este tiempo de la pandemia
con gran fortaleza, sin haber dejado
a los estudiantes ni un dia del tiempo
lectivo sin clases. El destaca el trabajo
extra que han hecho los profesores
preparando un programa a distancia
que ni se imaginaban que tendrian que
hacer algo asi.

El director de St. James reconoce
el trabajo que hacen los maestros en
la relacién con las familias. “Ellos
se comunican con los papds para
ayudarles con el programa a distancia
cuando tienen preguntas”, Dijo que
una vez al mes los papas recogen un
paquete con material de apoyo va sea
para ciencias, matematicas u otras
materias.

St. James esta trabajando duro
durante la pandemia para acomodar
los pagos a las familias que estan
pasando una situacion econdmica
dificil por la pérdida de sus trabajos.

“Nuestra meta es la educacién de los
nifios”, dijo Endo.

Hasta la clase de cocina se les ha
comenzado a ofrecer de nuevo a
los estudiantes a partir del mes de
septiembre.

Todas las familias recibieron una
bolsa con melones, granola y otros
ingredientes para preparar en la casa
una ensalada de frutas, v a través de
un video el instructor de cocina les
ensefid paso a paso la receta. Este y
otros cursos extracurriculares como
arte y espatiol ayudan a que la familia
agregue mas felicidad a sus vidas en
momentos dificiles.

“La pandemia ha sido un reto, pero
estoy muy orgulloso de los maestros
que han trabajado tanto y se han
ayudado mutuamente para ensefiar
en esta nueva realidad, para que la
educacidn de los 145 alumnos de St.
James no se vean afectada por esta
situacion, dijo Endo.



